A Report to Our Residents

2012

West Valley City’s elected officials
and staff continue to work diligently to
achieve the City’s goals to provide an
improved city each year for our residents.
The City strives to provide quality growth,
improved neighborhoods, crime reduction,
economic
development,
recreational
opportunities and accessible transportation
opportunities, among many other goals.
This report highlights some of the City’s
successes of 2012. Please take a moment
to see how your city government is making
your life better everyday to provide a city
in which our residents can be proud to live,
work and play. It’s important to us that you
know what is going on in your city.
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Community & Economic Development Best of State
In 2012, West Valley City’s Community and Economic Development Team was awarded the Best of State
Statue (BOSS) in the Community Development category at the 2012 Best of State Awards Gala and also received
the Best of State Medal for City Planning in the Community Development category. The Community and Economic
Development Team works to support the City’s vision of growth and stimulates economic and
business opportunities within the City. Their efforts go far beyond Fairbourne Station and the
surrounding area.
In 2012, the Community and Economic Development Team helped bring 2,065 new jobs,
$115 million in capital investment and $69 million in retail sales to West Valley City. Their
efforts help make our City a great place to live, work and play as well as broaden the City’s
tax base. Through their efforts, the City has welcomed Progrexion, eHealth, Inc., Butler Arms,
Larry H. Miller Megaplex and Target to name a few.
The Community and Economic Development Team was selected for the award amongst
20 public and private nominees. The BOSS is awarded to the most outstanding medal winner
in each of the Best of State categories. The Best of State Awards recognize those organizations
and individuals who excel in their endeavors, use innovative approaches or methods and
contribute to a better quality of life in the State.

Investing in Our Future - Northwest EDA
Economic Development efforts in West Valley City have not been within reach due to the City’s lack of large
go far beyond Fairbourne Station. One such development industrial space. Also, it is estimated the EDA will bring in
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Millrock intends to
and light manufacturing
build 900,000 square feet of
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Development in the Northwest EDA is estimated
This development will be a huge addition and
to bring in over $340 million in private capital investment, improvement to the northwest quadrant of the City. Thank
making it the third largest development in the state. The you to our development partners, Freeport West and Millrock.
new developments in the Northwest EDA will allow West
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Valley City to compete for businesses that in the past look like, please visit, www.wvc-ut.gov/northwesteda

Chinese Heritage Gate

On September 29, 2012, during a special celebration featuring cultural performances from around the world,
West Valley City’s Utah Cultural Celebration Center unveiled the Chinese Heritage Gate, a monument symbolizing the
city’s sister city relationship with Nantou, Taiwan.
When West Valley City entered into a sister city relationship with Nantou, Taiwan, in 2002, then Mayor Gearld
Wright and elected officials from Nantou dreamed of one day erecting a permanent structure in West Valley City to
symbolize the friendship between the two cities. For more than ten years, community members worked to plan and fund
the gate, and finally, this year, the dream was realized. The
Chinese Heritage Gate, measuring 30 feet tall, is now on
permanent display at the Utah Cultural Celebration Center,
inviting visitors to celebrate Chinese culture in Utah.
The Chinese Heritage Gate was constructed in
Nantou, Taiwan, and was shipped to West Valley City
thanks to a generous donation from England Logistics.
Additionally, many community partners helped make
the gate possible. Special thanks to the Chinese Heritage
Foundation of Utah, Evergreen Ocean Division, and the
West Valley City Sister City Committee for making the
entire project, from conception to construction to delivery,
a reality for the Utah Cultural Celebration Center and the
Chinese community.

Fairbourne Station Takes Shape
Underway since May 2011, the City Center Master Plan, known as Fairbourne Station, has seen major
milestones this year.
Embassy Suites, the first full-service hotel in
West Valley City, will be opening in January 2013. As the
cornerstone of Fairbourne Station, Embassy Suites will
offer 162 guest rooms, 6,000 square feet of meeting and
banquet space, a restaurant and indoor pool and recreation
facilities. The hotel is currently taking reservations for
banquets, weddings, special events and sleeping rooms.
The Promenade at Fairbourne Station is the
focal point of the City’s Fairbourne Station development,
and features a pedestrian friendly environment with public
gathering places for community activities. Other unique
features of the Promenade include an iconic pavilion
surrounded by a water feature, pedestrian and bike-friendly
walkways connected to the multi-modal transit station, interactive water features and bridges, an interactive scale that
serves as a reminder of the historical weigh station that existed in the area previously and “story walls” along the east
end of the Promenade to pay tribute to West Valley City’s community builders of the past.
The Fairbourne Station project is part of a major redevelopment effort encompassing the area from 3500
South to 3650 South and 2700 West to 3200 West in West Valley City. When finished, the project will become the
premier transit-oriented development in the mountain west – an urban experience of living, working, and shopping.
To find out more about the project please log on to FairbourneStation.com. or facebook.com/FairbourneStation.
		Megaplex Theatres, located on the site formerly occupied by Mervyn’s, opened in November 2012.
The new location is visible just west of Interstate 215
on the east side of Valley Fair Mall. The new Megaplex
features 15 digital auditoriums, including a six-story
2D/3D digital IMAX screen. Other amenities include
reserved stadium seating, D-Box motion seats, gourmet
food and beverage service, private event space and special
needs services.
		
All 15 auditoriums at Valley Fair Mall feature
100 percent reserved stadium seating in digital 2D
or 3D auditoriums. The 112,000 square foot facility
accommodates approximately 2,700 guests.
For guests interested in taking their movie experience to the next level, 30 D-Box motion seats are available
at an additional fee. The seats move in sync with the action on the screen and are only available in Utah at Megaplex
Theatres. The new facility features a full-service food court called Café Megaplex offering guests the convenience of
dinner and a movie within the same venue.
The Residences at Fairbourne Station will break ground in early 2013. ICO Construction, a member of
the Ivory Homes family, will be constructing 225 Class A apartments within a four-story building at 2900 West
Lehman Avenue. This development will be completed in approximately 18 months and will include a mix of one,
two and three bedroom units. As part of the City’s Fairbourne Station transit-oriented redevelopment project, this
development will help create an urban feel with the building placed close to the sidewalk and a density of nearly
80 units/acre - over three times that of typical apartment developments elsewhere in the City. The Residences at
Fairbourne Station will have excellent transit access with
The Residences at Fairbourne Station
TRAX and 10 bus routes within easy walking distance. As
Class A apartments, this development will include garage
parking on the main level, elevators, an outdoor courtyard
featuring a swimming pool, hot tub and fire pit, a social
room, fitness center and business center on the main level,
balconies for each unit, nine-foot ceilings on the second
and third levels, vaulted ceilings on the fourth level,
HanStone countertops and stainless steel appliances.

5600 West Corridor Development
		
West Valley City’s aggressive economic
development efforts span the city, from the Valley Fair
Mall revitalization and Fairbourne Station development at
city center to the massive Northwest EDA project at the
city’s northwest corner. These efforts are also driving some
major changes along the 5600 West Corridor, with new
commercial and residential properties opening and nearing
completion.
		
On the commercial front, West Valley City
residents’ purchasing power continues to demand more
retail, dining, and entertainment services, both in quantity
and variety. Again developers in tune with those needs
are meeting this demand. The property next to Target has
a planned development consisting of more than 100,000
square feet of retail space, in addition to a planned
10-screen movie theater. Along with the Larry H Miller
Megaplex located at Valley Fair Mall, this will triple the number of movie screens in the City. The development will
also include several new dining choices, including a well-known bakery/restaurant with establishments in several
other quality communities.
Residential options along the corridor are more
abundant than ever before. As one of the premier developers
in the region, Ivory Company has been successful in many
communities along the Wasatch front, meeting consumer
needs in leading edge residential design, construction and
sales, as well as commercial development. So it makes
perfect sense that early on, the burgeoning 5600 West
corridor through the heart of the west side of the City would
attract forward looking businesses, developers and investors,
including Ivory Company.
What can residents look forward to in the coming
year? Ivory has City approval for 200 single family homes
and 115 more townhomes, all with features and amenities
highly sought after by first time homebuyers as well as higher
income purchasers. In addition, Castlewood Development
will finish 290 high-end apartments. These apartments will
feature higher ceilings, granite countertops, private garages,
and a host of other amenities not found in typical apartment communities.
To accommodate the influx of residents in the area, Granite School District is currently constructing a new
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math)
elementary school. The new school will teach the Utah
curriculum, but focus on the four elements of STEM. The
school will serve 600 students between Pre-kindergarten
and sixth grade, and will open in August. The $15 million
dollar school will utilize 122 geothermal wells to reduce
heating/cooling costs, and features unique architecture that
allows greater flexibility for advanced computer-based
learning.
A decade ago the 5600 West corridor was sparsely
developed. As the quality lifestyle available in West Valley
City has spread, more and more families have chosen to
make this home. As those families continue to grow and
prosper, the quality and variety of residential, dining and
retail choices will continue to grow at an even faster pace.

West Valley City Continues Investment in Green Space
		
On October 3, 2012, residents celebrated
the completion of West Valley City’s newest
park, Falcon Crest. Along with the opening of the
Promenade at Fairbourne Station in August and
the ongoing revitalization of The Ridge Golf Club,
set to open in July of 2013, Falcon Crest Park is
a welcome addition not only for those around the
park, but for green space enthusiasts throughout the
City.
		
Falcon Crest Park is the City’s 24th park,
and features a pavilion, picnic tables, a playground,
a half basketball court, a fountain, a barbecue and an
open space play area. The 2.3-acre park is located at
7009 West 4065 South and includes nearly an acre
of land that was donated by ATK.
The Ridge Golf Club has challenged golfers and offered some of the most breathtaking views in the Salt Lake
Valley for more than 20 years. In October of 2011, the course closed to undergo a reconfiguration to make way for
the Utah Department of Transportation’s Mountain View Corridor project. The revitalized course was designed by the
Bates Golf Design Group, and includes a complete redesign and reconfiguration. Grading changes and hole direction
changes are among the improvements golfers can expect. The existing clubhouse will be refurbished and upgraded. The
revitalized course is expected to reopen in July 2013.
Green space and recreation opportunities continue to be a priority for the West Valley City Council. With 24
parks, two golf courses, the 96,000 square foot Family Fitness Center and the Harman Senior Recreation Center,
residents of all ages have recreation opportunities close to home.

Improving Transportation & Honoring an Icon

In July 2012, Cultural Center Drive was completed,
connecting 3300 South at 1200 West with 3100 South at
1400 West. The new road provides improved access to the
Utah Cultural Celebration Center, the Maverik Center and
the rest of the 3100 South
corridor. The new road also
relieves pressure on the
intersection of 3500 South
and Redwood Road. The
roadway provides one lane
of travel in each direction
with a center lane, and is
currently 41-feet wide with
three 12-foot lanes with the
ability to expand to 55-feet
wide with five 11-foot lanes
if future development in the
area demands.
In November, West Valley City officials, along with

the NAACP Salt Lake Branch, renamed 3100 South from
Decker Lake Drive to Cultural Center Drive in honor of one
of the most influential icons of the civil rights movement –
Rosa Parks.
The stretch of 3100
South leads to the Utah
Cultural
Celebration
Center, which strives
to celebrate the great
diversity of West Valley
City and the State of
Utah. The Center’s
mission is to enrich and
strengthen communities
by
promoting
the
expression of the arts,
education, opportunities
for economic development and the celebration of human
diversity.

A Message from City Manager Wayne T. Pyle
Changing Attitudes and Perceptions

In 2009, reflecting on achievements and opportunities that West Valley City was seeing at
the time, I called upon our citizens to not only reflect on their own attitudes about our city, but
to also remember to contribute to the City through their own efforts of progress, and especially
to speak up and defend and praise our city. I noted that we are recognized in professional
circles for our leadership, innovation and ability to improve our community despite the many
challenges we face. That same report also noted many coming improvements and projects that
West Valley City would be seeing come to pass in the near future.
Not only did many of those outstanding projects come to pass, projects that bring whole
new facets to the image of West Valley City, but so too did many of the more mundane and
“keeping to our knitting” projects that communities often sacrifice on one side so they can concentrate on more specific
one-shot kinds of high profile projects. In my decade’s tenure as city manager, I have been constantly conscious of
that phenomenon, and done my utmost to avoid it. I have tried to instill amongst our employees, my neighbors and all
who I come into contact with that city progress is not just about a single project, or a good looking financial picture, or
maintaining a service level, but it is about all of those necessities and more. Yes, it’s a juggling act, and a very difficult
one, especially in the economic times that we’ve had over the past few years. Yet, I think we have managed to carry it
off pretty well recently, despite the normal difficulties we always face, as well as the unusual economic times of late.
To illustrate this, a typical suburban scene struck me recently.

The two photos above are not before and after shots of a street scene. These two places exist today, and can be
seen in the space of a 20-minute drive. The first photo comes from a neighborhood on the east side of the Salt Lake
Valley with an address of approximately 3300 East. The second photo comes from one of our own neighborhoods in
West Valley City at roughly 3300 West. The amazing thing about this photo to me is not that it is a special project or
new addition to the City, but its averageness;  its everyday-ness. These are typical street scenes in two very differently
perceived areas of our valley, and in this case the reality is much different from the perception.  
The point here is, generally speaking, once again on the “everyday-ness” scale I speak of, we have made
undeniably large strides in the quality of this community in an amazingly short few years. And so I ask you to consider
through the upcoming year as you think about West Valley City and what you know about it. Have we not indeed made
this city better? Can you not be proud to be a resident? The answer should be a clear “yes,” and it’s time to know it, own
it and tell it.
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